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The Anthroposophical Society in Ireland is hosting an Economics Seminar:

“MONEY: In search of Truth and Reality within the Global Financial Crisis”

on Saturday, 3rd of October 2009 in The Sophia Centre, 25 Cork St. Dublin 8

ECONOMICS SEMINAR - Ethical Finance

Organic breakfasts, musical interludes, and drama exercises might not be what you’d expect to find at an economics conference, but that is exactly what’s on offer to participants of a finance seminar entitled “Money – in search of Truth and Reality within the global financial crisis.” in Dublin on Saturday October 3rd 2009.

“The aim for the day is to explore finance through the correct balance between Economics, Politics and Culture, so of course cultural activities will be part of the agenda,” say organisers, members of the Anthroposophical Society in Ireland.  

Charles Middleton, CEO of Triodos Bank UK, and economics author Michael Spence, of Emerson College, are among the speakers giving presentations as part of this one-day seminar.  Triodos UK, a subsidiary of the ethical, Dutch-based Triodos Bank, is in 13% growth for first half-year of 2009.

Music and drama are opening and after lunch activities as leitmotifs to the weighty issues tackled by the event.  The seminar will look at why inherent flaws in the conceptions underpinning old financial models doomed them to failure, the reasons (some obvious, some less so) why these bad patterns should not be repeated, and how more ethical financial and banking models can be both profitable and do good for society as a whole.  We will reconsider basic facts such as: what “the economy” is, how it has evolved, and how it might be better organised to fulfil its role as an important – but not the only – factor in society, so that it neither dominates nor is dominated by either the cultural or the political realm.

The Anthroposophical Society in Ireland was founded in 1989 and there are about 200 members meeting regularly around the country.  
The seminar will take place at The Sophia Centre, 25 Cork St, Dublin 8, from 9.30am.   Tickets for the 1-day seminar are available at €60 and include all lectures, organic lunch and refreshments.  Places are limited. Pre-booking is essential @ tel 050542830/email: bookings@anthroposophy.ie
Please go to www.anthroposophy.ie/ethical_finance for more information.                                                   
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Note for editors:
Charles Middleton is CEO of Triodos Bank UK, which is a subsidiary of the Dutch based Triodos Bank NL.  This ethical company, not involved in speculative lending, is one of the few banks that has remained largely untouched by the global financial turmoil.  ( www.triodos.co.uk ) 

Charles joined Triodos Bank as Managing Director in March 2003.  His previous experience was with Barclays in a number of different roles including general management positions in India, Africa and The Caribbean.  Triodos’ Half year accounts for 2009 show 13% growth and its operating profit is up by 50%.  Full details in Triodos’ Press release 28 Aug 2009. www.triodos.co.uk/uk/whats_new/latest_news/press_releases/3246306.

Michael Spence joined Emerson College in England during its early pioneering days, taking responsibility for its administration and finances. Author of the book Freeing the Human Spirit, he has lectured and taught extensively on economics and the threefold nature of society, both in Europe and in the United States.
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